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Welcome
Dr. Mark Emmons, Associate Dean

College of University Libraries & Learning Sciences

Introduction of OILS Faculty
Dr. Victor Law, Associate Professor 

and Program Director of OILS

Introduction of Student Speakers
Dr. Victor Law, Associate Professor 

and Program Director of OILS

Student Speakers
Kerly Sue Tweeten, B.S.

At last, We Made it. A Dream Realized.

Deyanira M. Nuñez, M.A.
Inspiring Your Next Design: Sketching the Journey Ahead

Monica J. Dorame, Ph.D.
T’áá hó’ ajít’éego t’éiyá  

(It’s up to you to make change. That’s the way of it.)

Amber L. Gallup, Ph.D.
There is No Wrong Door to Higher Education

Recognition of Graduates
Dr. Mark Emmons, Associate Dean 

 •• Reception •• 

PROGRAM

 

Organization, Information & Learning Sciences Graduation

A celebration……

A time for looking back on lessons learned, adventures shared, bright 
moments filled with special meaning

A farewell……

A time for saying goodbye to old friends,
to good times you’ve known…a time for packing away memories, 
treasures for tomorrow 

A beginning…..

A time for looking forward, a time to set new goals,
to dream new dreams, to try your wings and see what lies beyond

Congratulations Graduate!

May 11, 2024



Sara J. Dominguez*
Dissertation Title: “Teacher Implemented Scaffolding.”

Monica J. Dorame* 
Dissertation Title: “Native American Women Leadership in Higher Education.”

Amber L. Gallup* 
Dissertation Title: “The Development of Self-Efficacy, Professional Identity,  

and Persistence Intentions Among Frontline Healthcare Apprentices.”

Manuel J. Jimenez Carrion*
Dissertation Title: “Advanced Quantitative Approaches to Unveil  

Social Inequities in Educational Contexts.”

Mackee B. Bancroft

Garrett J. Becenti+

Amanda D. Chacon

Tammy L. Davis

Aubrey R. Felsch+

Sonya Lewis

Victoria D. Navarrette

Anna C. Nielsen

Sonja Perrault

Kerly Sue Tweeten~ 

Catherine D. Abuhilu

Melissa Chavez

Paul Chavez

Susan B. Core

Denise L. Garcia

Yuliia Kashuba

Jennifer Klecker

Ingrid M. Magoffe

Danita M. Marvin

Deyanira M. Nuñez

Reed S. Spenrath

Master of Arts

~ summa cum laude | + cum laude |  # magna cum laude | *with distinction

GRADUATES

Bachelor of Science

Doctor of Philosophy

STUDENT SPEAKERS

Monica Dorame, PhD
Monica Etsitty-Dorame is of the Diné nation originally from Fort Defiance, Arizona.  
She is Tábąąhá (Edge of Water clan) mother’s clan and born for Tótsohnii (Big Water 
clan) father’s clan. Honágháahnii (The One Walks Around) is her maternal grandfa-
ther’s clan and Táchii’nii (Red Running Into the Water People) is her paternal grand-
father’s clan. She is a library operations manager for government information with 
extensive public services experience at the UNM University Libraries with 35 years of 
service. Monica is the regional representative for the New Mexico Federal Depository 
Library Program’s regional library administered by the United States Government Pub-
lications Office (USGPO). Monica received her master’s degree in public administration 
and BA in American studies from the University of New Mexico.

Amber L. Gallup, PhD
Amber Gallup is State Director of Adult Education at the New Mexico Higher Educa-
tion Department, overseeing two statewide adult education and adult literacy systems 
and the implementation of Title II of the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportuni-
ty Act (WIOA) in New Mexico. Her dissertation research included registered appren-
ticeship design for frontline healthcare professionals and the evolution of self-efficacy, 
professional identity, and persistence intentions among adults in lower-prestige occu-
pations. She is an active participant on the State Workforce Board and the National 
Association of State Directors of Adult Education (NASDAE). Amber lives in Santa Fe 
with her husband and daughter. 

Deyanira M. Nuñez, MA
Deyanira “Dey” Núñez was born and raised in the South Valley of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico and is the first in her family to earn a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish with two 
minors in Communication and Psychology in 2016 and a Master of Arts in Organiza-
tion, Information, and Learning Sciences with a concentration in Adult Education and 
Professional Development in 2024. Dey began her career in Higher Education as a 
student work-study where she supported first-generation college students, which in-
spired her to continue mentoring and guiding learners from diverse backgrounds. Her 
professional experience extends through various areas, including the Office of Stu-
dent Affairs, the Office of Advising Strategies, the School of Architecture + Planning 

and the College of Nursing. Dey hopes to continue providing holistic support to meet learner needs, create 
opportunities for growth and development, embrace diversity through empathy, and respect, and contin-
ue giving back to the community. Outside of her profession and academics, Dey is a member of the Ballet 
Folklórico Fiesta Mexicana dance company, enjoys volunteering with Roadrunner Food Bank, spending time 
with her loved ones and her cat Binx, and collecting postcards from her travels, when possible.

Kerly Sue Tweeten, BS
Kerly Sue was born in the Philippines and later moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
She initially started at Central New Mexico Community College, then transferred to 
the University of New Mexico with the help of her advisor Patrick Gomez. She has 
over six years of experience in academic management and student services. She 
is passionate about empowering diverse students which propelled her to pursue a 
degree in instructional learning. Beyond her academic pursuits, Kerly Sue is an avid 
reader and is usually tucked between the pages of her books. She loves to travel and 

attend concerts with her sisters. As she prepares to graduate, Kerly would like to be more involved with her 
local community.



THANK YOU ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Melissa Chavez

Thank you to my partner Matt, my son Mateo, my parents Andrew and Alicia, and all my siblings, Andres, Jesse, Thomas, Gabriel, and 
Maricella for your unwavering support and boundless love. Your encouragement has been a guiding light in my life. This achievement is 
not mine alone but a reflection of all the patience and love you have all shared with me.

Monica Dorame

First and foremost, my deepest gratitude goes to my family. To my husband Doug, who has been my anchor and steadfast partner in 
every sense. His love and constant support have been essential to my journey and my success. To my daughters, Nena and Dinée, whose 
love, support and encouragement light up my life; and to Dinée’s partner, Reed, who has become an integral part of our family’s journey. I 
am blessed to have such a supportive family who have always believed in me and have been at my side providing advice, ideas, feedback, 
encouragement, hugs, and celebrating milestones. This dissertation thrived on the foundation of their love and dedication. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to my mother who has been my leader, who has been my constant, who has been my Changing Woman. 
She always believed in me and gave me her never-ending support. I am forever grateful. I love you to infinity. To my grandmothers who 
were strong and resilient Diné women. Their strength and wisdom have not only shaped my life but have also inspired a legacy of cour-
age and independence in our family. Thank you to my siblings and relatives for their support in this journey.

I sincerely thank Dr. Charlotte (Lani) Gunawardena for serving as my Dissertation Chair. She has been a true inspiration and provided 
unwavering support throughout my academic and dissertation journey. Her guidance has been invaluable. I am forever grateful for her 
mentorship and leadership and the considerable time and effort she invested in my success. I also extend my deepest appreciation to 
Drs. Amir Hedayati-Mehdiabadi, Tiffany Lee and Evangela Oates who served as committee members and played crucial roles as instruc-
tors and mentors. My appreciation also extends to the OILS faculty, whose roles as instructors, supporters, and mentors were invaluable 
throughout my academic journey: Drs. Victor Law, Mark Emmons, Fran Wilkinson, Vanessa Svihla, Alex Tkachenko, Bob Grassberger, 
Pil Kang, Stephanie Moore. I would also like to express my gratitude to Chris Larranaga for always going above and beyond. I am truly 
grateful for your kindness and unwavering support since the beginning of my PhD journey. His assistance in navigating the required 
paperwork, from the program of study to graduation requirements, has been invaluable. Chris’ deep understanding of the intricacies of 
the program has been instrumental in my success. Also, thank you to OILS student Ben Henrique for his kindness and work in producing 
a wonderful defense announcement. 

A huge thank you to my cohort, colleagues, and friends. Without their collective support and encouragement, embarking on this path 
would not have been possible. Their belief in my potential to become Dr. Dorame not only inspired me but motivated me every step of 
the way. I am immensely grateful for their leadership, mentorship, and guidance that helped pave the way for this accomplishment.

Everyone’s insights and contributions have been instrumental in shaping my work and my life. I could not have done this alone. I am very 
thankful for making my journey a success.

Amber Gallup

Amber would like to thank her parents, Kara and Bob, for their endless support and encouragement; and her husband, Oscar, and daugh-
ter, Paloma, for making the space for her to complete this degree over the last seven years and for their love. Amber extends her grati-
tude to her advisor, Dr. Vanessa Svihla, for years of transformational mentoring, and to her entire committee for their excellent guidance. 

Jennifer Klecker

I would like to thank all my family and friends for still speaking to me after I disappeared for three years! I would also like to thank all my 
professors: Lani Gunawardena, Don Fischer, Oleksandr Tkachenko, Tracy Hart, Victor Law, Amir Hedayati Mehdiabadi, Jennifer Maddrell, 
Sara Frasch, and Linda Barril.

A big thanks to my internship supervisors, Nick Humphries, and Beth Giebus Chavez! Thanks to Dey and Javier for helping me keep it 
together. And a big thanks to everyone in student support for the OILS program!

Deyanira Nuñez

I would like to thank my family, friends, mentors, and peers for providing their words of encouragement and support as I completed 
this degree. Although there have been many times where I questioned my progress, you all helped me stay motivated and ready for the 
challenges that lie ahead. Quiero dedicar este logro para mis padres, quienes me enseñaron las importancia de trabajar duro y de nunca 
olvidar de donde viene uno. To my partner, thank you for dealing with my shenanigans and for your never-ending patience and support 
as I completed this degree. Thank you! Gracias!

Kerly Sue Tweeten

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my mentor Cruz Ortega, Sir Christopher Larranaga and the OILS faculty for their support 
and guidance for the past two years. The educational expertise and passion of OIlS professors haven’t gone unnoticed. I would also like 
to thank my family for their love from Bongon, Schimmel, and Tweeten. It truly takes a village to get here. Today, I am reminded of the 
countless sacrifices of my parents, thank you Mama and Papa for everything. To my brothers and sisters for doing things like my laun-
dry-especially to my wonderful ates for always being there for me. Lastly, to my best friend Fati, for believing in me.

Organization, Information &  
Learning Sciences Faculty

Dr. Leo S. Lo, Dean

Dr. Mark Emmons, Associate Dean

Amy Jackson, Associate Dean

Dr. Victor Law, Associate Professor and Program Director

Dr. Charlotte “Lani” Gunawardena, Distinguished Professor Emerita

Dr. Bob Grassberger, Assistant Professor Emeritus

Dr. Amir Hedayati-Mehdiabadi, Assistant Professor

Dr. Sung Pil Kang, Associate Professor and Associate Program Director

Dr. Stephanie Moore, Assistant Professor

Dr. Vanessa Svihla, Associate Professor

Dr. Oleksandr Tkachenko, Associate Professor

Program Staff

Christopher Larrañaga, OILS Program Manager

Benjamin Henrique,  Student Administrative Assistant

UNM INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ LAND  
AND TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Founded in 1889, the University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo of Sandia. 

The original peoples of New Mexico – Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache – since time immemorial, have deep 

connections to the land and have made significant contributions to the broader community statewide. 

We honor the land itself and those who remain stewards of this land throughout the generations and also 

acknowledge our committed relationship to Indigenous peoples.

We gratefully recognize our history.

Developed by the Special Assistant for American Indian Affairs to the UNM President
in consultation with the Native American Faculty Council.

Approved and adopted by President Garnett S. Stokes February 2020


